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By MARK HYMAN
Of The Bulletin Staff

. Buddy Marucci, the 1979 Philadel- |’
_phia Amateur champion, is firm about
‘this. He.is not.-a .scrambler.- Not a.

‘scrambler.. Absolutely net .a..scr.

Whoops, Bud. just drqpped his gmger

-aleinto a Sand trap.

Mgrucei, .a 27-year-old stackbroker‘

“iand restaurdnteur, slipped, ‘slided and

'slashed his way to -this year's title
‘withi a sudden<death victory over Jim-"
my .Robertson. -yesterday .at Guiph -

-Mills Golf .. Club.: Marucei, . from
Waynesborough "Country .Club,
.claimed victory on the first extra hole

‘when Robertson .three-putted  for. bo- -
w ' . and sank the putt to save par.”

gey at the par- first hole.

‘Marucci played it close to.the vest:j'
~ knocked his second shot onto the driv--

on the extra hole with a-drive, an iron

‘and two putts. That seemed odd be- -

icause he spent most of the day touring

.'{':f

"t:me
-Donna Young wins

LPGA champlonshap
Story on page 18

"- markabje because: Robertson had
* blasted ‘a four-wood. to 15 feet and was

__tali grass uncharted by I.ew1s an
~Clark:

. disaster, the closest shaves coming o
.the  final three heles o

.into a trap, exploded, to exght feet and R
' sank the putt for par. - :

ange balls 190 yards away.
" “All this magic reminded spectators

-For 36, 'holes, ‘Marucci, flir,tedj wit,, -and other Hall-of -Fame scramblers.:
But Buddy Marucm wasn’t nearly 50

impressed..

regulation :

play:
« At 18, he dumped hzs second shot';_;

“w At 17, he drove’ to the frmge, 50
feet from the hole, chipped to four feet

~.»making those for a long time.
- #At" 18, he -drove . beneath- 2 rock,
scramblmg" I don't think s0. The sec-

ond waSn’t a bad shot and. . .Well,
'yeah I guess that Was scramblmg,

ing range, pitched to 10 feet and made
a birdie-to.send the match into over-

The ‘birdie at. 18 was the most Te.

eyeing an eagle while Marucci dodged

of Arnoid’Palmer, Francis Tarkenton

e Bull.ulh': 2hotos by Jon Falk

Buddy Maruccx !nts out of rough during Phxladelphna Amateur final wlnle J lm Rohertson tnes tn tmd a ﬁvay .out.”

a tel 5’ |

1

sort of.” ‘
For Marucm Patterson Cup wmner

Fleose Turn to che 25 -

f

- “That’s. the way 1 always play —
having to ‘ake the pressure putts tu
stay in there,” he said. *“I don’t think :
- you can call it scrambling. Maybe I:
made a few putts, but, heck, the four-"
-footers don’t: bother me. I've been-

“«On 18,1 Dit 'a bad drive. But:

1
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Robertson
bows in:. -
Amateur

Continved Ffom Page 2 . a7
in 1973 angd a-four-year golfer at the
University, of Maryland, the city title
was his first in 13 tries. He played in
the champmnshxp throughotit the '60s
and early '70s; then gave up competi-
tive play-from 1975-77 in favor of mar-
riage and business. Yesterday, he
trailed ' Robertson *'only once . m 36
holes. . '
“Obviously, 1ts a thnll for me to
win the Amateur,” he said. “It meanb
'recogmtmn and I've ‘never golten
much -around here. It's been my own
fault. I've played well in the Middie
Atlantic section, in Maryland and Vir-
ginia, but never here, This week, I got
a liltte lucky. You've got to'to win a
match-play tournament,”
- In vyesterday’s morning round,
‘Marucci buiit a 2-up lead over Robert-
son despite a sloppy six-over-par 77,
Robertson shot 76. In the afternoon,.
Marucci shot 7! to Robertson’s 70.
Roberston, a 2l-year-cld from
Lianarch Country Club, had chances
put failed to take advantage. He
missed putts of 15 feet or less on the
Iast fous holes of regulation, including
a six-goter for birdie at No. 15,
ﬂ‘t i .
“can putt and I can’t,” said
80h. ““That’s all there is to it.
“putting badly all week and
I've gott&n away with it because I’d
been hitting the rest of my ghots so
solid. This time, it didn’t wdrk out.
What I'm gonna do is buy a dozen
putters and try to get my stroke
down.”

Marucei is entitled to a couple days:
of back-slapping: But it’s doubtful
he'll find the time for self-indulgence.

“As far as I'm concerned,” he said,
sipping a soft drink after the match,
“the most exciting news of the day is

Tay (Sigel) winning the British Ama-
eur, And then there's me.”




Marucei survives OT -

to win Amateur, 1-up:

By Mayer Brandschain
Special to The Inquirer N }
It took 37 holes, but George Ma-
rucei Jr. finally “outmaiched long-
lime friend Jimmy Robertson, l-up, to
win the 80th annual Philadelphia
Amateur Golf Championship in a
superb test of skill for 7% hours yes:

lerday on the challenging Guliph .

Mills Golf Club course,

Marucel, 27 and a member of the

Waynesborough Country Club, al-
-most counted himself out on the

36th. He missed his tee shot, sending
it low to the lefi, where it came to’

rest six feet before two huge high
rock formations “nestled :between

bus_hy_tre_es_. o

middle, I tried to hit'the bajl as hard
as I could, but 1 hit it off the neck of
the club,” Marueci said, e

The situation called for a gamble,
and the one-time University of Mary-
land varsity player was equal to it
With little clearance ahead, Marucci
lofted an iron shot through the gap,
an incredible stroke, The ball sailed

|

,._ f

left into a practice field, where a ;

spectator’s cart ran over the bali,

embedding it. Jimmy Sykes, execu- .

tive secretary of the Golf Association him, 3541—76 to 39-38—77. Robertson

of Philadelphia and a former runner-
up for the title, ruled that Marucci
was entitled to improve his lie. -

intoovertime,

Robertson, - 21, "who “may- ‘entér

“Temple University, after spending:

one semester at the University of.
Maryland, had hit a 4wood to the

PR

!
i

¢levated green and needed to make a -

; 27-foot downhill putt for eagle 3 and

victory. But it was not to be, the ball

stopping two feetshort. = .- 7. .
- S0 they went to the 37th teé. Ro-

.bertson, who had held the honor

since .the 27th- hole, ‘where he

. squared the match. (the 28th hole

through the 35th having been halved
in par), lost by.three-putting the ele-

vated first green for bogey 5. Marucci -

putted twice, from 27 feet downhil]

- and two feet, for par 4 and victory.- "

e T e LN never-saw such fine golf in'd
“After Jimmy drove long down thé

Philadelphia Amateur,” sajd Associa-
tion president Richmond McConnell
in presenting the J. Wood Platt Tro-
phy, which bears the names of such
as the legendary JF.
Bill: Hyndman, twice

amonus winners
Wood Plait:

Tunner-up for the British Amateur
and once for the 1. 8. ‘Amateur, and .

Jay Sigel, the new British Amateur
Champion. ’ :

Marucci led 2-up 'after the morn-
ing’s 18 holes. Robertson, a Llanerch
Country Club member, - outscored

shot two-under-par 35-34—69 in the

. afternoon, and Marucei was one

Now Marueci was confronted with -

. another problem shot, a long uphill
approach with tall trees on the left
- and traps before the green. He chose
& wedge and left the ball seven feet
from the cup. He curled a downhill
putt in for a miraculous birdie 4 to
halve the hole and send the match

under at 36-3¢—70. -

“It was a matter of my putting -
. 4gainst hislonger hitting and better
. iron play, just as it was when I beat’

him last year on‘the 40th hole for the

" Llanerch ¢lub -championship,”. said

Marucci, who plays today in the
Chester County Championship &t the
Chester Vailey CC, e




Bulleﬁn phol ).w James. J. Craig
ucon Valiey’s James Shaffer lines up a putt in Philadelphia Amateur.

By MARK HYMAN
Of The Bulletin Staff ="

Now that the prehmmanes are gver
and -the Philadelphia Amateur field

.- has been pared to two, the careful ob--
. server can predict a couple things

with certainty. First, the principals in
Sunday’s 36-hole finai will be old golf-
ing foes Jimmy Robertson and George
(Buddy) Marueci Jr.

Second, come Sunday morning, the
folks along Rt. 320 near the Gulph
Mills Golf Club are going to feel like

they're sitting in on a remake of’

“Goldfinger,” what with all" the
Mercedes and Alfa Romeos rumbling
up the hill.

It promises to be that kind of final
in the city amateur, the kind that at-
tracts Delaware Valley golf fans —
and luxury motorcars. -

The folks in the fancy autos will
walk outside the gallery ropes Sunday.
Jimmy Robertson and Buddy Marucci

-reserved paths down the center of the

Gulph Mills’ fairways with victories in
quarter and semifinal matches yester-
day. Robertson, 21, ousted Chris

. .Lange, 4 and 3, then did away with 41-
_ year-0ld Philadelphia. National Bank
-.vice president.Jay Howson, 4 and 2.

Marucei, 27, dumped Terry Sawyer,

2aund 1 and Jim Shaffer, also 2 and 1.

Neither Robertson nor Marucci ever
made it to the city amateur final

- .. before, though each tried on a variety
of occasions. For Llanerch’s Robert-
.son, this is his fourth bid. The last two

Phila. Amateur

STE PHILADELPHEIA AMATEUR
. Quartertinal vound

Jay. Howson, St Davids, def. Gordon Brewer,
Huntingdon Valley, one-up: James Robertson, Llan-
erch, def. Chris Lange. Overbrook, 4 & 3: James
Shaffer, Saucen Valley, def, Mike Rose, Phllmont,
two-up; George Maruccl Jr., Wavncsborouqh,«det.
Terry Sawver, Trenten, 2 & 3.

Semitingl round

Robertson def. HMowson, 4 & 2;

Shaffer, 2 & i.

Marucct def.

Sunday’stinal |
Maryeci vs, Robertson,

L

years he@)zgeen knocked out by even-
tual champions Chip Lutz and Charles

Bolling Jr. Waynesborough’s- Marucci

is in his 13th Philadelphia Amateur.
Now both players stand one natch
away from the title and neither needs
an overactive imagination to figure
Sunday’s 36-hole final. Back in 1976,
the two squared off for the Llanarch
club championship. The match was

scheduled' for 3§ hoies and it took -

Marucel 40 to win it

“Buddy got lucky,” joked Robert-

son, the bespectacled bionde who
spent the fall of 1976 at the University
of Maryland, then left when he and the
golf coach didn’t see eye to eye. My
ball hit a tree.”

These days, Robertson spends a lot
of his time in trees and assorted other
green plants. He lugs deadwood for his
dad's landscape and tree removal
business. last winter, Robertson
trimmed the deadwood from his goif
game at the Cloister resort in Sea
Island, Ga. He spent mornings and

evenings waiting tables and devoted
afternoons to sharpening his game,

.with occasional assistance from Golf

Digest teaching pro Davis Love.

“It’s amazing what one person can
do for your game,” said Robertson,
whose dad, Laird, shot 80-80—160 this
vear and failed to quaiify for city am-
ateur match play. “‘Love saw me just
once and the difference was unbeiiev-
-ble. He said my swing was 100
upright, moved me away from the
bali. 1 used to hook shots under pres-
sure. Not anymaore. ’

“The proof was in the semifinal pud-

.ding yesterday as Robertson hit 15 of

16 greens and played par golf for 16
holes in his victory over the
Amateur’s Cinderella story, Jay How-
son. Howson lost the first three holes
to Robertson, wom.lne fourth with a
birdie, but never crept closer. .

“He (Robertson) was like a -ma-
chine out there,” said Howson. ‘‘He
just didn’t miss.”

Neither did Marucci in his ascent to
the final. The stockbroker who wins
clients for the Bala Cynwyc firm of
Smith, Barney, Harris and Upham
(“Put that in there so my boss bey
lieves I'm playing in this thing')
made this his most successful city am-
ateur with a pair victories yesterday.
Still, he finds it difficult to concep-
trate on his game.

“All the fellas in business have the
same probiem,” said Marucci, now of
Waynesborough.



By Mayer Brandschain
Specinlto The Inquirer

George Marucci Jr., 27, and Jiminy
Robertson, 21, spent their formative
goM years on the Llanerch Country

Club course, students of the game

and good friends. Their fathers,.
George Marucci Sr, and Laird Ro-
bertson, have been golf buddies
since 1950.

Juddies =

And now there'xs conflict.
Yesterday at the Gulph Mills Golf
Club, George Jr., and Jimmy licked

their last two opponents in the 80th-

Philadelphia Amateur gol champi-
onship to become rivals, albeit
friendly, for the title to be decided
Sunday in a 36-hole match:

Said Marucci, now playing out of

. Waynesborough CC, in sizing up the

s,

forthéoming final: “I'll putt better,
he'll hit longer and Jimmy's a better
iron player.” '

Two successive 18-foot putts, one

-into the 15th cup for a par, the other

into the 16th for a birdie, enabled
Marueci to defeat Saucon Valley's

- Jimmy Shaffer, 19, 2 and 1, in the

semifinals. Marucci, who played four
varsity years at the University of
Maryland, had his 3-up lead after six
holes narrowed to lup by the llth
hole, that margin heolding until he
made the bird on the 16th. “Pm a bad
fromrunner,"_Marucg*i_ STud He bir-
R

* died four-holes and was 2-over-par

for the distance.

Robertson, who may enter Temple
University after speénding one sermes-
ter at the University of Maryland,
played l-under-par golf to ‘beat St
David's Jay Howson, 41 by 4 and 2.
Robertson, employed in his father’s
tree surgery business, finished ‘off

" the 1960 Princeton basketball player

by sinking a 25-foot birdie from the
fringe of the 16th green.

In the morning’s quarterfinals,
Robertson holed a 9iron shot into
the 15th cup for eagle 2 and a 4-and-3 -
conquest of Overbrook’s Chris
Lange. Marucci beat Trenton S Terry
Sawyer,2and 1.

In the mornmg’s other gquarterfi-
nals, Shaffer, a student at Northamp-
ton Community College, won three
straight holes after rounding the
turn 1<down and defeated Philmont’s
Mike Rose, 2-up; Howson won the
18th green to end the stand of Hun-

tingdon :Valley's Gordon Brewer,
champion in 1967 and 1976, by 1 up.

Marucci and Robertson are the
survivors of a field of 80 after 108
holes of play since Tuesday. Marucci,
a golfer since the age of 6, is playing
in his 13th Amateur; and Robertson,
who launched his golf career at10,is
in his fourth.

In their only previous tournament
meeting, Marucci beat Robertson for
the Llanerch club title two years ago.
“I don't think either of us has the
ability to beat the other badly ”
" Marucci said.

Kiddingly, the elder Robertson,
who qualified for the 1573 1. 8. Ama-
teur at age 46 but who failed to quali-
fy for the Philadelphia match-play
draw of 32, asked young Marucci
what it would be worth to him 1o lose
Sunday’s encounter.

His tongue-in-cheek response:
“About $1,000 worth of tree surgery.”



