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By Joe Juliano
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER -
Needing all the help he could get
yesterday to stay alive for his fourth

Philadelphia Amateur champion-
ship, Chris Lange received perhaps
his biggest assist from his caddie,

And because of that, 13-year-old
Christopher Lange Jr. deserved an
extra bowl of ice cream for dessert
last night. : '

- Lange Sr., of Overbrook Golf Club,
won the 15th and 16th holes in his
second-round match te defeat Robin
McCool, the qualifying medalist, 2
and 1, to advance to today’s quarter-
finals of the 97th Amateur at Phita-
delphia Country Club,

" Lange had lost the 14th hole to a
par after a splendid sand shot by
McCool, and the match returned to
‘all square. As they got 1o the .15th
tee, an uphill 219-yard par 3, his son

spoke up. .
“Christopher told me, “The last
'o times you played this hole, you

had to swing too hard with a -iron.

You should hit the 3-wood,”" Lange

‘said. “] took his advice and hit the 3-

wood to the easy side of the hole,

and made par. That was the turning

point, T thought.” .

McCool, of Saucon Valley, hit his
tee ball short-and bogeyed 15. Then
on the par-¢ 16th, both players had
makable birdie putts. After McCool
missed a 10-foot putt, Lange drained
his six-footer to go 2-up. The match
ended on the next hole.

Lange, who won one of his Ama-
teur championships at Philadetphia
Country in 1993, considered himself
fortunate to win. He played 36 holes
of qualifying with McCool, 46, a
Bethlehem resident, on Monday,
and watched McCool finish $ shots

~ ahead of his nearest competitor.
“He was in total control of his
game,” said Lange, who also won the
Amateur in 1984 and 1994. “He hit the
ball real well all day Monday. [ feel
very hucky to have bealen him.”
McCool made seven birdies in 36
"~les on Monday and five more in
5-and-5 win over Michael Dough-
w11y In yesterday morning's first
round. He had an eagle and twe
birdies against Lange. .

“I'm sorry 1 didn’t play as well,,
MeCool said. “Not that | played bad3
but to beat Chris, you have 10 do
what I did in the previous threfa,
rounds, and that’s finish under par.

In the quarterfinals, Lange \_vmg
meet Chet Waish. Walsh preval‘l_ed.%
in his backyard showdown against

. fellow Philadelphia CC member ,

Tom Shallow Jr., winning 3 and 2.

Walsh, 32, who lost to Lange in the :

* 1993 semifinals, used a run of five

consecutive birdies on the front
nine to méke the turn 4-up, then
held his game together well enough
to clinch the match on No. 16.

But it wasn’t an easy day. _
- “It's ot fun playing against Tom,”
Walsh said. “He’s my best friend.

~We've played so much golf together,

traveled to better-ball events to-
gether. We've won the Hoffner [at
Sandy Run] twice. We won at Baltus-
rol together. It was unfortunate.
“The ideal scenario would have been
to play in the finals.”
" Defending champion Bill
McGuinness of Tavistock reached
the quarterfinals by defeating two
Merion players, Guy Wuollet and
Craig Cochran.

This morning, in what figures to
be the featured quarterfinal match,
McGuinness will take on the host

club’s Lee McEntee, who just com- .
pleted a fine career at the Univer-

sity of North Carolina. McEntee -

.posted a 2-up win over Overbrook's
Oscar Mestre in the second round.

Michael Tash went 19 holes to de-
feat Frank McFadden in the first
round, but Iost his second-round
match to Yardley’s Glean Smerag-
lio, 4 and 3. . ]

Chuck Dowds 3d of North Hilis,
the 1989 champion, also advanced to
the guarterfinals. | i

The semifinal matches wili be
played this afternoon. ’
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g;f‘s? rlt;ﬁr?du’glsll McGuinness, Tavistack de-
Gl Cothvan weshienon. 4 ang o

Lohign. & o M . obert Beck,
Achenbacn: i, iroronk. deeated Andy

Spike Smith, Atlanfic City, defeas '
Paul, Gulph Mils, 4 ang gi lealed Thomas

Michael Shewviin, Llanerch, defeated Rangy
Rolfe, Huntingdon' Valley, 2 and 1. T
Glenn Smeraglio, Yardiey, defeated Mark Shu
man, Philadelphia CC, 4 and 2. L
Michael Tash, Woodbury, defeated Frank
McFadden, Overbrook, 19th hole, ot
Hobin McCool, Saucon Valley, defeated Michael
Dougherty, Huntingdon Valley, 6 and 5. o)
Chris Langs, Overbrook, defealed Mike Rose,
Philmont, 4 and 2. .
Tom Shallow Jr., Phitzdelphia CC, defeated Jim

* Decker, Guiph Milils, 3 and 2.

Chel Walsh, Philadelphia CC, defealed Dennis

Konczyk, Torresdale-Frankiord, 5 and 4,

Jim Sullivan Jr,, Hunlingdon Valley, defeated

Graham Wilson, Kennell Square, 1 up.

Chuck Dowds 3d, North Hills, defealed Chiis :

" Terebesi, Chester Valley, 2 and 1.

Michael Gregor, Huntingdon Valley, defeated -
Brian Owens, Waynesberough, 6 and 5. ol
Rob Savarese Jr., Philadeiphia Cricket, defeated '
Aaron Friedman, Meadowlands, 3 and 1. 7 |
Second round; McGuinness defeated Cochrar, 2
and 1. ! ) .
McEntee defeated Meslre, 2 up.

Smitk beal Shevlin, 5 and 4. .

Smeraglio defeated Tash, 4 and 2.

Lange defeated McCool, 2 and 1, .

Walsh defeated Shallow, 3 and 2.

Dowds defeated Suilivan, 8 and 1.

Savarese defeated Greger, 3 and 2,

L
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By Joe Juliano
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Take yesterday’s muggy weather,
factor in the pressure of the Phila-
delphia Amateur semifinals, and
add the effect of the hilly Philadel-
phia Country Club course.

. Now consider that Rob Savarese
was about to embark on his 105th
hole of golf over the last three days
— the second extra hole of his
match against Chris Lange, a three-

time champion,

“It was brutaI,"- a drained Savar-

.ese said later.

-« Still, Savarese kept his wits, then
got the -opportunity he was looking

for when Lange 3-putted on the 20th
__hole'for a bogey. Savarese tapped in

for par to advance to Sunday’s finals

of the 97th annual match-play cham-
pionship.

Savarese, of Philadelphia Cricket
Club, will take on the host club’s
Lee McEntee in the 36-hole title
match. :

McEntee, who just completed a

stellar career at the University of-

North Carolina, knocked out the de-
fending champion, Bill McGuin-
ness, by 2 up in the morning and
then beat Yardley’s Glenn Smerag-
lio, 3 and 2, to claim his place on
Sunday. '

For Savarese, who lost the 1991
championship match to Hunfingdon
Valley’s David Brookreson on the
36th hole, yesterday’s match against
Lange, of Overbrook, was long and
exhausting,

“I didn’t feel good on the back
nine,” said Savarese, 31, a stockbro-

ker about to move to King of Prus-

sia. “It was very humid. I guess I
didn’t get enough to drink. I'm
really tired right now.”- .

Savarese executed when it
counted, making a difficult bunker
shot at the par-3 15th hole. Faced
with a downhill lie, with the ball
almost against the back lip, he blast-

ed to within 18 feet of the hole, then
sank the putt for a halve to main-

-tain a 1-up lead.

Lange, 42, who ended his three-
day run having played 107 holes,
squared the match with a two-putt
par at the 17th hole after Savarese
missed a five-footer. The two play-
ers parred the 18th and 19th holes.

Then, at No.20, a short par-4,
Lange put his approach shot 50 feet
past the hole and then appeared to
decelerate on his birdie putt, leav-
ing the ball 10 feet short.

“Maybe I got a little tired,” said
Lange, who gained his semifinal
berth with a tense 1-up win over

Chet Walsh. “1 fell asleep on that
putt. It was a fast putt, and I just got
too tentative. I was scared of getting
too aggressive.”

Savarese putted his 12-foot birdie
attempt about two feet past the hole.
After Lange missed his 10-footer for
par, Savarese ended the match and
gladly accepted a cart ride back to
the clubhouse.

McEntee and McGuinness went
back and forth in the morning
match. McEntee won the 15th hole
with a par after his opponent’s par
putt did a 360 around the hole and
came out. McEntee closed out the
match at 17, where McGuinness con-

ceded him a birdie after an 8iron
approach shot to two feet.

In the afternoon, from all square
after the 11th hole, McEntee won
the next three to take command: He
finished both matches even par. .

The results =l
Quarterfinals: Lee McEntee, Philadelphia CC}
def. Bill McGuinness, Tavistock, 2 and 1. Glenn
Smeraglio, Yardley, def. Spike Smith, Atlantic
City, 3 and 2. Chris Lange, Overbrook, def. Chet
Walsh, Philadelphia CC, 1 up. Rob Savaress,
Philadelphia Cricket, def. Chuck Dowds:3d,
North Hills, 3 and 2. :

Semifinals: McEntee def. Smeraglio, 3 and 2.
Savarese def. Lange, 20th hole.




Tee time
for Phila.
Amateur

By Joe Juliano
INQUIRER $TAFF WRITER

The Philadelphia Amateur, the’

major match-play event of the Golf
Association of Philadelphia season,
is the ultimate endurance test.

Once the competition begins to-
morrow at Gulph Mills Golf Club

and Philadelphia Country Club;

.anyone with hope of making it to
;next Sunday’s championship round
has to persevere through six rounds

of golf crammed into three days,

usually in muggy heat.

First, there is 36 holes of qualify- -

ing, with the low 31 advancing to
the start of match play, where they
will join defending champion Bill
MeGuinness, Two rounds of maich
play, both Tuesday and Wednesday,
follow at Philadelphia Country
Club, with the two survivors meet-
ing in the 36-hole final next Sunday
for the J. Wood Platt Trophy.

“You have to play a lot of golf to
go the distance,” said Jim Kania, the
1995 champion from Overbrook Golf
Club. “You play so many rounds
that it’s a major test of your nerves,
skill and endurance,

“The year | won, it was a little
different because we didn’t have to
deal with the heat 5o much. But last
year, we had to play four straight
days becaunse of rain. By the time I
played in the semifinals, ¥ was beat.
My arms could barely swing the
club. I couldn’t handle playing so
much golf.”

Kania lost in the 1996 semis to
McGuinness. The Tavistock Country
£lub player went on to win the
-championship, 2 and 1, over Llan-
erch's Chris Hoyle, his first title in
18 Philadelphia Amateurs. The title
helped McGuinness win the GAP
Player of the Year Award for 1996,

AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP
PHILA. COUNTRY & GULPH MILLS

M-W & S
JUNE 16-18 & 22

“1¢’s going to be as hard to win as
ever,” McGuinness said. “I'm look-
ing forward to it. It's a hard tourna-
ment because of all the golf. T've

done 36 holes in three days three-

times. You've just got to keep walk-

ing, one foot in front of the other.’
You've got to make your mind up to

hit the shot.”
McGuinness tied for second in
tast month’s Patterson Cup, finish-

ing 1 stroke behind Michael Tash of-

Woodbury Country Club. He classi-
fied his game as “almost good.”

“] think it’s improving,” McGuin:
ness said. “The weather has been so
tousy this spring, I haven’t had too
many chances to play. | think every-
one feels the same way, that they're

behind the eight bail in petting -

their games ready.”
Tomorrow’s rouwnds will deter-
mine the winner of the Silver Cross,

awarded annually to the player who

posts the low 72-hole combined
score in the Patterson Cup and the

| Philadelphia Amateur qualifying, It

also will serve as qualifying for
next month’s Philadelphia Open.
For the first time this year, the
Golf Association of Phitadelphia in-
formed potential entrants that the

field would consist of 144 players

with the lowest handicap indices,
GAP executive director Jim Sykes
said the cutoff number was 4.4.

“We had to put a limit to have a
manageable field,” Sykes said. “The
committee agreed that this was the
way o do it. Theoretically, that
gives us the best players. We didn’t
feel that first-come, first-served
wouid have been the best test. I
wouldn't know how else to do it,
short of qualifying.”

In addition 1o McGuinness and
Kania, former champions scheduled
to compete include Chris Lange
{1993, 1994) of Overbrook and North
Hills’ Chuck Dowds (1989).

The host course for the event has
two formidable contenders: Chet
Walsh, the 1995 Crump Cup cham-
pion, and Tom Shallow, the Phila-
delphia Amateur runner-up in 1993.

A first-time contestant to watch is
Doylestown Country Club’s Lee
Mclntee, nationally ranked as a col-
legian at North Carolina. McEntee
won the Pennsylvania Better-Ball
Championship with Andy Achen-
bach of LuLu earlier this month,

Jim Kania, the 1995 Philadelphia
Amateur champ, calls the event
“a major test of your nerves,”
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Philadelphia Amateur title
in sight for local golfer

Lee McEntee decided he wanted
1o stay closer to home this summer,
and that’s been bad news for his
first four opponents in the Philadel-
phia Amateur.

Accustomed 10 competing in na-
tional tournaments during the sum-
mer since entering the University
of North Carolina, McEntee is play-
ing in his first city championship.
Today he will shoot for the titlein a
36-hole match against Rob Savarese

- at Philadelphia Country Club.

“1 haven’t had the opportunity to
play in a loi of Golf Association

events over the past few years,” said -

McEntee, of Doyvlestown, who will
be playing on his home course. “1
usually do a Jot of traveling -and
play in a lot of national events, but
-this summer I've decided not to do
as much traveéling.”

McEntee, who was ranked in the

top 10 of the Rotex Collegiate Golf
Rankings during the fall and fin-
ished a respectable. 50th for the
spring season, will return to Morth
Carolina to take a summer class he

‘needs to graduate. But he'll be back -

in the Philadelphia area in early
August, in time for local qualifying
for the U.S. Amateur. _

On his road to the final, McEntee,
23, knocked off defending champion
Bill McGuinness, 2 and 1, in the
quarterfinals.

Savarese, 31, a former captain of
Temple’s golf team who plays out of
Philadelphia Cricket Club, reached
the final by defeating threetime
champion Chris Lange on the 20th
hole.

— Joe Juliano




