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Open gives Montgomerie

a chance to silence critics

MONTGOMERIE 10m £ 1
Landon subiirb of Surrey.

And yet, for all his fame and
wealth, for all his undisputed abil-
ity, Montgomerie may be even bet-
ter known for what be has not ac-
complished — for bis final-round
collapses, for the majors he
won

He is only slightly less known for
his temper tantrums and his battles
with the British press and golf fans
in America

e, Moniy." one beer-ad-
Py poctator hollared  him dur.
ing the 1S, Open last month in San
Francisco. Manty, as always, spun
Wi and garcd at he otfender

Three weeks ago in the Irish
Open, he set off another cax
whet b 01 11 8 lyoft, iben blew
ot he peards presenta

+ bl purmi of the
um. Open. :hmpmmp this
marning. there s only one way 1o
atfirm his greatness. 1o satisly his
many fans, and shut up his critics

Win the Open.

He knows that. Deep down in his
qut, where fear and hunger und
pride live, he knows it OF cotrse, he
won't admit it. Moreover, he now
even downpleys the tournament’s
importance.

“I'm u British 5prmm\ln nm this
is the British Open, ans
ously the biggest title ot Bt
goller,” Monigomerie said_yestar-
day {n'his matter-of-fact style. “This
would be the pinnacle of anyone's
career.”

Though conceding_thal he cer-
tainly wants a major title—und asa
result often tries Too hard — he suid
he doesn't need one to cap his ea-

reer,
“I've got 10 the stage where I'm
not picky about majors any more —
il take any of them,* Monigomeri
35, said the ofher day. “But they
mma mean the same. I've been 10
at 1 five at the very lop —
ind T do it another golf ball,
Tl always look back on a Yoy e
cessful
In o way, he sounds almost
spooked about majors. He no longer
grinds away on the practice range
before a major, His new strategy 1s
1o arrive late, as he did here this
week, play nine holes on Tuesday,
pine bl an Wotneb, e o

“I've ried not 1o put teo much
pressure on mysel.” he said yester.

In a way, it's alniost sad 1o hear
him deny his own life quest. Sedder
still is that, while he is virtually al-
ways picked as a favorite 1o win any
major, deep down few people seem
1o think he actually will

As of yesterday, the British book-
makers had the odds for Montgo-
merie at.14 to I, behind Lee
Westwood and Tiger Woods, both st
ol

After & tie for eighth at the Mas.
ters, in which he made a strong run
in the final round, and  tie for 18th
at the US, Open, in which he didn't,
the smart money says Montgomeric
will be on 1he leader bourd come
Sunday, But will he close he deal?

1f 50, Montgomerte will need every
bit of his “A” game. Royal Birkdale,
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at 7,018 yards, is playing more like
seven as d0-mileper-hour
‘winds have steadily whipped off the
nesrby ocean and peross the dunes.

Player after player has staggered
in from practice rounds and re-
counted 1ales of eoming up short
with driver/3-wood on & hole where
they ol driver/iron the day be-

I these conditions continue
through the weekend, the players
said, a score of even par might take
horme the $498,000 winner's check.

Even if the winds die down, Royal
Birkdale is tight — wy-rd fairways
— and guarded each side by
‘harsh, gnarly heather and whin, or
gorse, that routinely send recovery
shots flying out at unpredictable an-

es.

And as if the course weren't
‘enough, Montgomeric must stare
‘down & field of 155 of the other best
plaers in e worl. fusi Lo
carly wants to repeal,
wauld like nothing better than to
TOVe ed to win this
kind of seve:

And thes 1 Mickelson, snther
best player-n1he-worldwithouta:
major, Yesterday, while almost ev-

Mbody else was practicing at Royal
Birkdale, Mickelson stoed far from
the hubbub of fans and media,
working o four-foolers at an ad-
Joining eourse.

Lehman hurt in fall;
may have to withdraw

By Jor Logan
INGUIRER STAFF WRITEN

SOUTHPORT, England — Tom
Lehman may be out of the British
Gpen before it even staris

Lebman, the wintar of the Open

996, 100k his children o »
wmmn amusement park Toesday
night, fell off & carousel. and
sprained his right shoulder.

He played a prectice round yester-
day with some pun, ond rumors
swirled around Royal Birkdale all
day as fans and Open officials wait-
©d to hear whether he wowld be
able 10 tee it up this morning

Lehiman left the course without
officially withdrawing, but he fold

PN it could happen. He was wail-
ing to see how the shoulder folt
wlen he woke b this morning

“I1's & potentially serious shoulder
infury for o golfer.” said Michac]
Allen; chief medical officer for the
Royal snd Ancient Golf Society.
“He's lucky, however, that he Ls an
afternoon fee fime.”

Watson won't concede. 11 45, [ive-
time British Open champion Tom
Watson is, at besi, & dark horse to
win here this week liur wmnn

whipse Inst victory in an
a1 Royal Birkdale in I'M! Is llrfmm
throwing in the fowel here or any.
where else

“It's like my friend and teacher
Stan Thirsk said: “This IS & game of
adversity,* Watson sald. “Vou go
out and shoot 68 one day and you
shoot 88 in conditions like this. |

L3

fesl ety good about my game
right o

[ un)vlnng‘ he's playing with
more confidénce than he's had in
years.

‘Winning at Colonial (in May) en-
forces the feeling that | still have it,
that 'm not finished

day at a time, When John
Daly met with reporters yesterday,
the talk wes naturally of his stun-
ning British Open win in 1995 But
no Daly interview would be com-
plete these days without an update
o his sobriety.

“Im winning a o every day |
‘wake up,” Daly sald. *I's good 1o
back here [ﬂlymg the British but,
you know, if 1 was 1o win here It
‘doesn't compare ta what | do on an
everyday basis in my life right now
‘because it's very difficull.

“People who have been through it
and know what it's like could un-
derstand, Mentally, I think I'm & lit-

tle tougher, bul my body has
changed an awful lot. 'm ov
weight and out of shape because
1 want to do is eat”

Having fallen off the wagon twice,
Daly makes a point of finding Alco-
holics Anonymous meetings of esch
four stop in the United
says if will be no different here.

“Oh, yeah, there are meumu .
erywhere in the world"

“I'm going to find one, nr,um hm
one myselfl There are drunks all
il the world, man. We're every-
w

F

The list of other hopefuls and seri-
contenders is 100 long 10 men-
tion. You know their names. You
‘know their games.

By the time you wake up this
morning, they will be up, having
!lnnd ln front of the bathroom mir-

ing themselves whether

mey luve what it takes, whether
mey can close the M

And as surely as the winds
hlml and the rain will come muu

itish Open, nobody will be staring
hl ler, more hopefully, more des-
perately, than Colin Montgomerie.
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Lamp’s 136
wins Phila.
Open golf
by 4 shots

An afternoon round of 4-
under-par 66 sent him
past Gene Fieger and
Brian Kelly.

Joe Juliano
INQUIRER STAPF WEITER

Jason laulxg discovered corly yes
terday in the Philadelphis Open
that birdies would be hard 1 find at
Aronimink Golf Club, but he was de-
termined 1o keep ﬂmhlng,

His perseverance paid of
director of golf at Blug =Hem Ptm-a
Golf Club, rebounded from
on three of his first five hnhﬁ ll:
card nine birdies the rest of the day,
‘making 51X in an afternoon roun
#under-par 66 that gave him o deci-
sive victory in the 36hole event,

In posting the day’s best round,
Lamp finistied with a total of 4-un-
der 136 and a #stroke win over
Overbrook's Gene Fieger, who went
72468 Brian Kelly of Clinton, ma
morning leader with a

afternoun 72 and took third at lll

Aronimink wasn sel up for 3 ot
of birdies yest Assocla:
tion of PmLmlpnm aificials moved
the tees back 5o the marvelous Don-
ald Ross design wos playing every
bit of its 6955 yards. The firm
greens were lightning fast.

The course gol fo Lamp right
away. Having started his morning
round on me back nine, ithedlyvan

old prof
o |u 12amd 14, making bogey esch
and headed 10 the 15th tee 3

v par.

“1 knew | had 31 holes left and it
wnmuemsun making some bird-
fes” Lamp told mysell |
Wl ke AT bogey the
rest of the day, That didn happen,
It plosd i e v el

| u
Lamp picked up three birdies in
the muaiudar of his
round and reached the lunch break
with a 70, ane shot behind Kelly. He
attacked the course in The after:
‘noon, sinking birdie putts of 20 feet
and 6 feet a1 the first two holes.
The key to Lamp's round, how-
ever, unnwnﬂnuuruul“
hole thi s the No.1
ﬂlr:nplurmmben l-lmphllhl:
ot against the lip of a fairway
bunker and barely got out with an 8-
iron. But he hit & 100-yard wed,
shot to within four feel and saved

s par.

Lamp also birdied the seventh
and ninth holes fo o go o 1.2 Al—
though he made
Becking, e P mo

rdi ng
footer at !I!! par-3 17th that !m]md
the D o is very last roll.

rth $4500 from the
23,758 1! S ump\;nmum
«coming info the Philadelphia Sec-
tion PGA six years ago. e wu-n
knocking on The door, losing o play-
off in the Hyndman 0p=n d fin-
ishing 1 shot out of a ple n sec:
(Imul qualifying last month for the

Betsy Rawls saw star Wlﬂu 2
year-old Se Ri Pak almost
atcly — the swing mechanics. m
athleticism, the discipline, the com-
ymlm.ﬂtlna dedication, the lixable

mality.
But even lel:. a member of the
LPGA Hall of Fame executive

and execu!
director of the MeDonalds LPGA
Champlonshi,coukd not have for-
seen the impact Pi
yomens goll e
LPGA in Wilmington two mmhn

A rookie from South Korea, Pak

as been the No. 1 topic of conversa-

o in the sprt orer tne 1t o

weeks. She won the US. Women's

Dvun in a playofl, becoming the

\gest player ever 1o win 1wo ma-

foro :Immpdnnship- in ono yar,and
captured the Jamie

Chiat st otk with the help o &

61, the lowest score ever shot on the

A Tour.

“I haven't seen this kind of reac-
tion 10 a player since Nln:y anz:
came on as a rookie” in 1978,
said Tuesday. “She i3 causing e
same Kind of -nr that Nancy did,
There has been more mention of
her wianing the Open and wmn1n|
last week than I've heard in

e el s
girls 10 1ake up the game. There

more_excitemeni with women's
fnl ‘There were big pnmu fol-
mug II'nl at the Open and the

iy nu uite romarkable consider.
ing that Pak, a former sprinter, did
not start playing golf until six years
ogo. She worked hard, studied un-
der noted teacher David Leadbetter
in Orlando, Fla. and made an unex-

iying
sha iislied 40 3
Now Pak is & housebold name, o
cineh to win rookie-of-the-year hon-
ors, and & mmn: fo player of

Last weel

tour rocnnl by -hmﬂn 23 uﬂer

par i the Jamie Farr, g 61
63466, and ook over the No. L spot on

|hn ‘mongy list.

‘major
cnmpmnm;rfe M Mnvtes Gl
‘beginning

Sy P8 Bndle was the last
lﬂlv!r \n win Ih“l majors in the

"mejmnnm-Mwesnu
ugv‘m player,” Rawls said, “Her
1550 good. Her swing mechan-
u:mmy-mmslmhnasmg
body. I'm impressed wi
posure. She {5 m;my dhclplmed
‘mentally and emotl
nervous, but | guess that's bemm
she's 50 young, There's not a lot of
pressure can freewheel it
In fact, Pak's start can be com-
pered 1o 1hat o Rawis besll
awls, the winmer of 55 LPGA
ovemts in her career, including

On Golf By 7oe Futiano

For rookie Pak, a win
in Wilmington was
just the beginning

eight majors, did nm un uy!h-

game until she was 17. Six years

Il|=r. she won the US ‘Women's

“mumtmalwmmndm
juicker,” she said.

progress 4 lite quicker,”

“You have more maturity and disci-
pline. But to do what she has from
Mlu!ﬂ,l\billll-llll’lmﬂeﬂlln
ishment.” L

Certainly, Pak made an {my
sion with her victory in the M‘gn;
alds LPGA Championship. Since
then, however, her imprint on the
game has heen worldwide.

“1 remember making the com-
ment during our tournament thet
this was only the beginning, that’
she was going to win a0t of tourna-
ments," Rawls said. “You could see
i

Tomorrow's stars. The worlds
best junior players, some two or
Lirve yeard younger than Pak, vlll
ﬁ‘ in the ld's
Rowls Girls National Chmpl.unlnlp
‘beginning at DuPont Coun-
ry Club in Wﬂmi‘lﬂ'nﬁ
r, of Cramerton, N r_
mmhr nI' [ha USs.
will be the featured llu'lclhn
Bauer, 18, runner-up 10 Grace Park
in this event last year, needs tw
victaries 1o tie the American Junior
Golf Association record for most ca
‘reer wins, with 17.
“Having Beth adds great prestige
o the tournament,” Rawls said. “It's

The Sthole event, which has &
field of 63 players, will conclude
next Thursday, Contestants of ares.
interest include Erin Bell of Wil-,
mington_and Cimmie Shahan of
Spring Grove, Pa., near York.

Start to scramble. The Philadel-
phia Section PGA will conduct
seven qualifying evemts for ihe
Oldsmobile Scramble, an event that
gv:lv- four-player feams and u

competing {n.a-
scramble format.
Qualifying will begin with !nnr
evenis Monday morning and
afternoon over the th ]
South courses 1

&l Philmont Country
muu in Hualinmn Valley. A total
of eight teams — four for the net
mvﬁwmdlunrlwlhﬁmﬂlw
ston — will quall
Tirsé mora el take place
Aug. 10and 11 at Heﬂhlr‘lmll Golf
Club in East Goshen 'nmuhlp.
Chester Coun
The net and gross dmﬂ.cm wln-
ners from each qu
will advance 1o ﬂw national l|l|l|l
Oct. 811 in Las Ve
The O]dﬂnobll.v S:rln!'hle bills it
self as the world's largest golf tour.
nament. More than 120,000 people
re expected to compete nationwide
in this year's event.

isfying
"Tbbo honest, | came in here not
expecting much because | haven't
layed much in the last month,"

mp said. “It's been very busy at
the club. But winning here really
| means & lot to me. It's not only my
fixst victory in the section, but 10
win me Philadelphia Open is an
honor.

Fluur was the only other player

shoot under par in the afternoan,

n\d'd by an eagle at the par-5 16th,

where he holed out a bunker shot

But hie uppreciated what Lamp had
one.

“Jason played grest,” Fieger said
“I'd have had to go some o shoot
136, The course plaed great, but it's
relatins. There s wo bl holes
out there

Kelly, whose club in Lock Haven
is gboil & fourhour drive {rom
Aronimink, had an erratic after.
oo found, vith four bireies and

geys.

"I was a ll\llv nllr"m out there,"
e said. " n having trouble
keeping i de par. Bul I'm not
nnhlpﬁv Tm.mm best I've played

Jelt Krmgen an assistant profes-
sional at Pine Valley, aced Aroni-
mink's 235yard eighth hole in the
afternoon, using a iron.
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FOR THE INQUIRER

Sixihisceded Alexandra Walling
of Gulph Mills Golf Club surprised
thirdsceded Liz Haines of Merion
by scoring @ quaterlical vicory
yesterday in the Women’s Golf Asso-
cintion of Philadelphia's match-play
champlomhip & Pulldaphla
Couniry Club.

Walling will face Sunnybrook's
Lisa MeGill in this morning’s semi-
finals, while defending champion
Laurs Ann Hammond of Whitlord
il st Ky R of 8 o

Tbe .!Hlolﬁ final will start at §
am. tom

The rullh
L o tarons -
ot e Yo, Kary Rsan,
o O Ko o O
trook; aa UGl Surmybooe, ool Kathgn Yo,
Wi, Alaarchs Wallea. Guh WK, o LG
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Scholastic Golf Association

Upper Darby High's dason Loehrs
iopped e 1 of 9 Qmmm for

Walling defeats Haines
in a quarterfinal upset

WMcDewitl, o Spano, Owen J. Rovert, 77

i ot e
s ety Thormr oy Ore

Sl e

New Jersey Open

Indian Spring Golf Club prnl'xﬂ
sional Dave Quinn shot the day
lowest round with a Sunder.par v
in the third round of the 78th an
iew Jersey Open al Spring
Lake Golf Club. Quinn is tied for
fourth place with Great
Mpplagul Laurel Creek’s john Di-
arco and Indian Springs Vince Ra-
magli entering today’s final round.

The results

4 Maccoaid,Uoow Moniar 131187211
Brian Gatrey. Manasausn Five

o e 1 Nouriar s

John kwiwl

Vincs Fimesh: o St
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South Jersey Golf Association

o Pye ey sk .
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he two-day Gro

Sthullﬂic Golf Aasm:il\mll tourna
721

Esgle Lodge, followed by Monday's
round a1 Plymouth Country Club.
The results

3o Dl rruan
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gt

77, Pad
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The Wildwood Country Club dua -

of Ernie VanMeter and Jerry Smick
notched a gross bemn-hulld part
6

Flight A competition a! the SIGA
men's better-ball tournament.

The results
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