Domenick

— 3&2

Michael Domenick (149)

Phoenixville

Bill McGuinness (140) :
A/Mf&q Eu e
Tavistock
8:00|McGuinness La] ¥
281
P=ian Binet  (151)
emarsh Valley
12:30|McGuinness
Grham Wilson (147) 281
Kennett Square
8:07|Wilson
281
Tom Borsello (148)
Concord 8:00|McGuinness
483
Jim Sullivan (144)
Huntingdon Valley
8:15|Sullivan
2up
Ed Riordan (149)
Sakima 12:37|McFadden
1up
Michael McDermott (145)
Llanerch
8:22|McFadden
382
Frank McFadden (149)
M™erbrook
Jonathan Rusk (142) 12:30
Yardley
8:30| Rusk
483
David Karp (150)
Philmont .
12:45|Mestre
Michael Tash (146) 2up
Woodbury
8:37|Mestre
: 584
Oscar Mestre (149)
Overbrook : '

' 8:07|Domenick
Michael Gregor (143) 382
Huntingdon Valley

8:45|Hyland
19th
Michael Hyland (150)
Little Mill
12:52|Domenick
g O'Connor (146) 281
I\; tingdon Valley
8:52|Domenick
1up



Friedman

Friedman

Friedman

Aaron Friedman {141)

22nd

ompson [12:37
T 2&1

Thompson

5&4

Lange

1up
1:00

Daniels

Meadowlands
9:00

Arthur Kania (150)

Overbrook

Tom Shallow  (147)

1up

Lange

i Philadefphia Country
$:07

Gary Daniels (148)

Aronimink

Chris Lange (144)

3&2

Thompson

584

1:07

DesJardins

Overbrook

Nick Verrecchio (150)

Rolling Green

Jay DesJardins  (146)

685

Thompson

Llanerch
9:22

Gary Smith (149)

Huntingdon Valley

Andy Thompson (141)

1Up

Final: Thompson2 &1

18th

8:22

Clayton

1up

. 1115

Kania

Overbrook
9:30

Michael Dougherty (150)

Huntingdon Valley

James Kania (147)

685

Gramigna

: Overbrook
9:37

Kevin Gallagher  (148)

Sunnybrook

Jamie Slonis  (143)

483

- 382

1:22

Clayton

Little Milf
9:45

Tom Gramigna (150}

Tavistock

Glenn Smeraglio  (146)

584

Yardley
9:52

Darrell Clayton (149)

Cavaliers



AMATEUR QUALIFIER
THE SPRINGHAVEN CLUB
JUNE 15, 1998

McGuinness on target
m Amateur qualifying

By Joe Logan
INQUIRER $TAFF WRITER

Bllly McGuinness of Woodbury shot 2
under par over 36 holes yesterday for &
total of 140 to claim medalist honors in
qualifying for the 98th Philadephia Ama-
teur.championship.

[‘Anybody can win this tournament —
it's an endurance 1est,” said McGuinness,
almost shrugging off his hot hand at
Lianerch Country Club in Havertown,
where he shot a par 72, and the Springha-
ven Club in Wallingford, where he went
2 under at 68.

Endurance test it is, as McGuinness,
the winner in 1996, well knows.

Yesterday’s two rounds whitftled the
field from 144 of the region’s best ama-
‘ téurs — players could have no more than
a4.9 handicap — to the 32 who will begin
match play this morning,

.Players who shot 151 or better {there
was a playofl for one spot among five
“players at 151) were to return to Llan-
erch this morning to begin a series of
single-elimination 18-hole matches that
will culminate with a 36-hole champion-
ship match at the course on Saturday.
The winner’s name wili be engraved on
the J. Wood Platt Trophy.

Yesterday, McGuinness, 39, an under-
taker, was among a number of middle-
age, even graying goifers who were
thankful for the cool, overcast day that
they believed helped them remain com-
petitive with the coterie of hungry
younger men who also have designs on
the trophy.

Foremost among those youngsters are
Aaron Friedman of Meadowlands Coun-
try Club, who plays for the University of
Arizona and is the son of Jay Friedman,
the Meadowlands pro. After a sizzling 66
in the morning at Springhaven, Fried-
man toured Llanerch in 75 strokes fo {in-
ish the day at 141 and 1 shot behind
MecGuinness.

Also, there were Llanerch’s Mike
McDermott, 23, a St. Joseph's graduate
and financial planner who shot a 73 and

a 72 for a 145, and Tempie's Jim Sullivan,

22, who is caddying at Pine Valley while
akmg a breazk from college. Sulhvcm
qualified with a 144.

Last year’s winner, Lee McEniee isnot
defending his title. The former Univer-
sity of North Carolina player turned pro
and is on the NGA-Hooters tour. Last

year’s runner-up, Rob Savarese Jr, who
plays out of the Philadelphia Cncket
Club, is also not competing.

But. going into match play, the 32
piayel field still boasts a number of the

- area’s perennial chaliengers for the Am-

ateur fitie.

Huntmgdon \fai]eys Mike Gregor an
investment adviser and veteran of five
U.5. Amateurs, made the cut with a 74
and 69, good for a 143. So did Overbrook’s
Chris Lange, a stockbroker and three-
time Amaleur champion, who made it
with rounds of 75 and 69 and a total of
144. Overbrook’s Jim Kania, a banker and
the '95 Amateur winner, was also in at 74,
73 and 147.

Yesterday afternoon, as the veterans of |
these golfing wars checked in with one &
another for their {inal tallies, Kania, 39, |
spoke with the perspective of the veteran
he is.

“Typically,” he said, “the final cut will
be down to six names you've heard of
and two names that come out of no-
where.”

The six, he knows, He knows them, he
knows their games. It's the two un-
knowns he wonders about.

The qualifiers

Bili McGuinness, Tavistock, ..................... 40
Aaron Friedman, Meadowlands ... ............... 141
Andy Thampson Guathrook . .... oo 141
Jon Rusk, Yardley .........., ... 0.0 A 142
Michael Gregor, Huntingden \falley ............... 143
Jamie Stonis, Liltle Mill. ... .. ... . L L L 143
Christopher Lange Overbrook. .. ........o.o0,, 144
Jint Suliivan, Huntingdon Valley. . ................ 144
Mike McDermou Llanerch, ..., 145
*Chris Sekella, Spring Ford .. ... ... e 145
Jay Gesgard:ns Llanerch........ e 146

Gregoty Q'Connor, Hunilngdon Valley ..... .o 148
Glenn Smeraglio, Yardley .. ..

Michae! Tash, Woodbury .
James Kanta, Qverbrook. .
Tom Shaliow, Phaiadaiphna Country

Graham Wilson, Kennetl Square ....... ... Lo 147
Tom Baorsello, Concord, ..o .o oLl 148
Gary Danlels, Arcoimink........................ 148
Kevin Gallagher, Sunnybrook. . ........ ... ..., 148
"Andrew Achenbach, Lulu .., oL 149
Dairell Clayton, Cavafiers. ........ e 149
Michael Domenick, Phoenixville. . ................ 149
Bob Gl Fex Hill.. ... .. 149
TJarett Kling, Metion ... ... ... L. L. 148
Francis McFadden, Cverbrook. .............. ... 148
Oscar Mestre, Overbrook . ... v inans. 149

Ed Riordan, Sakima.................
Gary Smith, Huntingdon valley . ... ...
Michael Dougherly, Hunlingdon Vattey .
Thomas Gramigna, Tavistook, ........

Kike Hyiand, A

Arthar Kanfa, Overbrook. ....................... 150
David Karp, Philment .. ..o oo 150
Nk Verrecchio, Roting Green ..., ... . s 150
Brian Binet, Whiternarsh Valley ... ..., .. .. .. 151

Binat won a five-mar playolf for ke final spo!.
* Chose Aol to compele in malch play.
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Veterans prevailing
in Phila. Amateur

Six of the eight golfers
who advanced to the

- quarterfinals have

experience on their side.

By Joe Logan
ENGQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Age over youth, experience over
exuberance, the putter over the
driver: For the most part, the long-
bombing young guys lost yesterday
to crafty veterans in the 98th Phila-
delphia Amateur.

Of the eight golfers who survived
36 holes of stroke play on Monday,
then two 18-hole matches yesterday
at Llanerch Country Club in Haver-
town, all but two are middle-age
guys with cell phones and sericus
careers.

The two exceptions are Darrell
Clayton, 30, a former University of
Delaware player; and the baby of
the bunch, Aaren Friedman, 20, a
junior at the University of Arizona
and the son of Meadowlands Coun-
try Club pro Jay Friedman.

“A couple of us were laughing
about it on the first tee this morn-
ing,” Clayton, a banker from subur-
ban Wilmington, said yesterday.
“The young gnys were scared of the
old  guys because of their experi-
ence, and the older guys were
scared of the young guys because
they hit the ball so far.”

It was unclear whether Clayton,
on the bubble of youth, considered
himself among the old or young.

There can be no debate about
Friedman, who fought his way past
a couple of those veterans, Arthur
Kania of Overbrook Golf Club and
Gary Daniels of Aronimink. But he
didn’t sound worried.

“I've played in a couple of U.S, Ju-

. niors, and I have plenty of match-
: play experience, so I don’t think it

matters that much,” Friedman said,
minimizing the age issue.

But then he seemed to reconsider:
“The older guys do know how 1o

" hold on.”

~ Hold on the older guys did yester-

- Amateur champion, handled Nick

Verrecchio of Rolling Green, 5 and
4, in the morning, then Jay Desjar-
dins of Llanerch, 3 and 2, in the af-
fernoon.

Tavistock’s Bill McGumness 38,
the 1996 chamypion and an undertak-

- er whoe won medalist honors on

Monday, made it through yesterday
by beating Brian Binet of White-

- marsh Valley, 2 and 1, then Graham

Wilson of Kennett Squa1e anoiher
youngster, 2 and 1.

Overbrook’s Oscar Mestre, aiso 38,
a former University of Delaware
player who works in financial plan-
ning, won handily over Michael
Tash of Woodbury Country Club, S
and 4, in the morning and young-
ster Jonathan Rusk of Yardiey
Country Chub, 2-up.

The most interesting case of all
may be Michael Domenick, 43, of
Phoenixville Country Club, Rather
than go into the family beer-distrib-
utor business, Domenick runs a
lawn service all summer, then
heads to Florida each winter to
work in the bag room of a country
club and work on his golf game.

“I live frugally,” he said, shrug-
ging.

He didn't play college golf, didn't
even take up the game seriously un-
til he was 30, yet Domenick has de-
signs on the Senior Tour in a few
years. Yesterday, he moved an inch
closer by beating Greg O’Connor of
Huntingdon Vailey, i-up, then 19-
year-old Michael Hyland of Little
Mill, whe two weeks ago won the
New Jersey Amateur, 2 and 1.

“The older guys, we've been here
and we know what to expect,” Do-
menick said. “The young guys, they
take out the driver a lot, and they
get into trouble a lot. .

“I just saw him [Hyland}, and he
seered upset. I said, ‘You're a great
golfer and you've got a lot of these
lefi.” Us old guys, we don't.”

The results
First round: 8ill McGuinness, Tawstoca detl.
Brian Binet, Whilemarsh Valley, 2 and 1; Gra-

ham Wilson, Kennelt Square, def. Tom Borsello,
Concord, 2 and 1 Jim Suflivan. Huntingdon




Gary Daniels o Aronimink, But he
didn’t sound worried.

“T've played in a couple of U.5. Ju-
niors, and [ have plenty of maich-
play experience, so [ don’t think it
matters that much,” Friedman said,
minimizing the age issue.

But then he seemed to reconsider:
“The clder guys do know how 1o
hold on.”

Hold on the older guys did yester-
day., Overbrook Golf Clud’s Andy
Thompson, 49, a marketing execu-
tive and the 198 champion, ad-
vanced to today's quarterfinals at
Llanerch by beating Michael
Dougherty of Huntingdon Valley
Country Club, 1-up, in the morning
and Jim Kania of Overbrook, 19
Holes, in the afiernoon.

Overbrook’s Frank McFadden, 48,

an insurance executive who reached
the quarterfinals three years ago, ad-
vanced again yesterday by beating
two of the youngest long-bombers in
the field, Llanerch’s Mike McDer-

“moti (3 and 2) and Huntingdon Val-

ley’s Jim Sullivan {1-up).

“I didn’t think I'd win my match
this morning or my match this af-
ternoon,” said a relieved McFadden.
“But neither of them was playing as
well as he can.”

Another Qverbrook golfer, stock-
broker Chris Lange, 44, a three-time

HMELILR adid. L UC YOLLE By, ey
take out the driver a lot, and they
get into trouble a lot,

“1 just saw him [Hyland], and he
seemed upset. I said, ‘You're a great
golfer and you've got a lot of these
left. Us old guys, we don’t.”

The resulfs -

First round: Bi#f McGuinness, Tavistock, daf.
Brian Binet, Whilemarsh Vailey, 2 and 1; Gra-
ham Wilson, Kennett Square, del. Tom Borssllo,
Concord, 2 and 1; Jim Sulivan, Huntingdon
Valley, def. Ed Riordan, Sakima, 2-up; Frank
McFadden, Overbrook, del. Michael McDermott,
Llanerch, 3 and 2; Jonathan Rusk, Yardley, del,
David Karp, Philmont, 4 and 3; Oscar Mesire,
Qverbrook, def. Michae! Tash, Woodbury, 5 and
4; Mike Hytand, Liltle Mill, def. Michael Gregor,
Huntingdon Valiey, 19 holes; Michael Domenick,
Phaenixville, det. Greg O'Connor, Hunlingdon
Valley, 1-up; Aaron Friedman, Meadowlands,
det. Arthur Kania, Overbrook, 1-up; Gary Dan-
iels, Aronimink, def. Tom Shallow, Philadelphia
Country, 1-up; Chris Lange, Overbrook, def,
Nick Verreechio, Rolling Green, 5 and 4; Jay
Desjarding, Llanerch, del. Gary Smith, Hunting-
don Valley, 6 and 5; Andy Thempson, Over-
brook, def Michaet Dougherty, Hunlingdon
Valley, 1-up; James Kania, Overbrook, def.
Kevin Gallagher, Sunnybrook, § and 5; Tom
Gramigna, Tavistock, def. Jamie Slonis, Liltle
Mill, 3" and 2; Datrelt Clayion, Cavaliers, def.
Gtenn Smeragiio, 5 and 4. -
Second round: McGuinness, Tavistock, def. Wil-
son, Kennelt Square, 2 and 1; McFadden, Over-
brook, del. Sullivan, Huntingdon Valley, 1-up;
Mestre, Overbrook, def. Rusk, Yardley, 2-up;
Domersick, Phoenixville, def. Hyland, Litlle Mill,
2 and 3¥; Friedman, Meadowlands, def. Daniels,
Aronimink, 5 and 4, Lange, Overbrook, def.
Desiardins, Llansrch, 3 and 2; Thompson, Over-
brook, del. J. Kania, Overbrock, 19 holes; Clay-
ton, Cavaliers, def. Gramigna, Tavistock, 4 and
Py WA



- Domenick,
Thompson
to play
for title

From a field of 144, it is
down to two in the quest
for a Philadelphia
Amateur crown.

By Joe Logan
INGUIRER STAFF WRITER
For the Philadelphia Amateur ti-
tle on Saturday, it wiil be Andy
Thompson of Overbrook Golf Club
against Mike Domenick of Phoenix-
dle Country Club.

“That both are relative fossils —
Thompson is 49, Domenick 43 — in
the youth-dominated world of ama-
teur golf should make for an inter-
esting test of stamina over the 36-
hole final match at Llanerch
Country Club in Havertown.

That they have contrasting play-

ing styles — Domenick is quick and

smiles constantly, Thompson plods,
stone-faced - should contribute to
the strategy, mind games and dra-
ma. That their histories in the game
couldn’t be more different is only
icing,

Domenick didn’t get serious about
golf until he was 30. But he has be-
come so consumed that he bolts for
Florida every Dec. 1 to work in the
bag room of a country club and do
nothing but work on his golf game.

Although he reached the quarter-
finals in the Philadelphia Amateur
in 1995 and 96, Domenick considers
himself something of the rookie
among the arca’s top amateurs.

Thompson took np the game at age
8, spent summers playing at Over-
brook, then headed to Florida State
in the late ’60s to play on the golf

am. He even played on the PGA

ur for three years in the mid-70s
vefore, as he put it, he “went broke.”

Back home in the real world, he
regained his amateur status and set
about winning the Philadelphia
Amateur title in 1986, beating Bud-
dy Marucci, and most years he's the
club champion al Overbrook.

DOMINICK, THOMPSON TO PLAY
FOR TITLE - 1998

So there they were yesterday af-
ternoon, standing together, having
vanquished every opponent in their
way, good-naturedly chatting about
their match this weekend.

“QOh, great, you mean I'm playing a
tour pro,” Domenick said. “I ought
1o just concede right now.”

Thompson shook it off. “Hey, I'm
all burned out. You're a rookie. But
I do hope you're nervous on Satur-
day.” .

From the field of 144 that began.
ont Monday, how did these two sur-
vive?

“We both play a lot of golf,” said
Thompson.

True, but they both turned in
first-rate performances yesterday to
turn back any number of opponents
who have been in the thick of the
championship in years past.

In his morning quarterfinals
match, Domenick beat Oscar Mestre
(3 and 2), one of four players from
Overbrook in the final eight.

In the afternoon semifinal, Domen-
ick went against a struggling Bill
McGuinness of Tavistock. McGuin-

- ness, normally one of the steadiest

players in the area, had clearly spent
his energies in his morning match
against Frank McFadden of Over-
brock. By the afternoon, in the B80-
degree-plus heat, McGuinness was
missing greens and pufis,

Tired? Couldn’t find his A-game?
Just got beat?

“All of the above,” said McGuin-
ness, who got closed out on the 16th.

Domenick was gracious in vic-
tory. “I feel bad for Billy,” he said.
“He’s definitely a better player. You
don’t see him hitling shots like that
coming down the stretch. He just
didn't have his game today.”

Thompson defeated Delaware

; banker Darrell Clayton in the morn-

ing, 1 up, before facing the young-
ster of the semifinalists, Aaron
Friedman, 20, in the afterncon.

Theirs was a quality match, At the
turn, Thompson was 2 up on the
University of Arizona junior, and he
went 3 up when he rolled in a 25-
foot birdie putt at the 13th.

But Friedman, who had defeated

" Overbrook’s Chris Lange, a real es-

tate broker, in 22 holes in the morn-
ing, would not rotl over. He birdied
the 14th to go 2 down and went 1
down when Thompson struggled to
4 bogey at the 16th.

At the 17th, a tough 158yard up- .
hill par 3 with a slick, tiered green,
Friedman hit his ball {o the back
fringe, leaving a delicate downhill
chip. Thompson’s ball landed on the

, 8reen but 45 feet short, on the lower
1 shelf, with a nasty break.

At best, Thompson hoped to lag
his putt fo within easy 2-putt range.
Instead, much to his surprise, he
roiled it in for birdie. When Fried-
man failed 1o sink his chip, the
match was over.

The results
Quarterfinals: Aaron Friedman, Meadowlands,
del. Cheds Lange, Overbrogk, 22 holes; Andy.

Thompson, Overbrook, def. Dascell Clayton, Cava-
liers, * up; Michael Domenick, Phosnixville, def.

| Oscar Mestre, Overbrook, 3 and 2; Bill McGuin-

zessaTzavismck, def, Frank McFadden, Querbroock,
and 2.

Semifinals: Thompson def, Friedman, 2 and 1: Do-
menick def. McGuinness, 3 and 2.
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QUIET THOMPSON MAKES NOISE
IN WINNING PHILA. AMATEUR
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