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Brltlsh Open spotlight on Spanish phenom

Sergio Gan:ia is only 19
You might not have heard a
lot about him yet. But
you're going to.

By Joe Logan
QUIRER STAF WHITER
CARNOUSTIE, Scotland — He
swaggers into a room the same way
he swaggers across a golf course —
a5 If he awns the place
Get used 1o it
Even with the brightest lights in
golf — Tiger Woods, David Duval,
Colin Montgomerie, et al — ready
to tee off today in the first round of
the 12sth British Open, an inordi
nate amount of the talk and hoopla
surrounds Sergio Garcia, a largely
unknown 19-year-old from h]];m

more common

son an American shores

Woods. Some observers have la-
Beled i “the future of golf.

Gareia himself pre

“The Kid. e i i

ly. Now, as he made

Nino™

Garcia:* Gare

Coked vesterday
“When I go on the golf ¢

they say, | :

really like

lhm
can you sign me this autograph

And when 1 read the newspaper,
I've always liked to be recognized
as ‘Sergio' or ‘Sergio Garcia,’ but
not just ‘Garcia*

OK, so with only one European
Tour win to his credit in his young.
pro career, the kid may be getting a
little: ahead of himself. If memory
serves, Woods had at least two wins
under his belt before he joined the
small partheon of stars instantly
recognizable by one name — among
them Elvis, Cher. Madonna, Pele
, Jeast we Forget,

The hing i, though, that you have
a hard time scaring up more than one
or two of Garcia's peers here at Car-
‘noustie who believe that he isn't des-
tined faF one-name star status — and
sooner rather than later

“He has no fear,” fellow Spaniard
Jose Maria Olazabal, the Masters
champion, said this week, adding
that Garcia has a whole lot of game
to back up his attitude.

Waoods, the reigning kingpin of
the game, is already getting ques-
tions about a rivalry with the bud-

star.
It's always something, isn't it?"
he sniffed. "Vou guys have got to
write about somethin

But in the next breath, Woods ac-
knowledged that Garei s already
generating a lot of heat and smoke,
which, of course, suggest fire.

“Asfar as a rivalry, 1 don't think
theres one vet,” he said. - unpeml
Iy, there will be

So wha s his Kid? And why i be
causing such a

Besides his nh\mm prouesssza
s young, smooth, hand-
bie. That ‘pretty

much-covers it
Back home in Castellon, where
his father, Victor, is a club pro, Gar-

cla took up the game when he wa
3, By 12, he was the club champior
Less than a year later, he was a
scraich golfer.
Garcla played in is first Europe-
an Tour event in 1995, in Spain, at

British Open Notes

Sweden's lohan Rystrom peers down the 15th fairway while standing in a bunker during a practios round for the British Open.
“Football lsoccerl, cycling, bas | sip is Wisconsia, where he failed,
e all

Sergio
game.
the age of 15. He made the cut. That
year, he alsa became the youngest

winner of the European Amateur,
As a 16-year-ald, he headed to Roy-
al Lytham to play in his first Bricah
m a 76 and a

" Garei cidnt wit bis ira profes-
sional event until the ripe old age of
17, when he fired three successive
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ELISE AMENOOLA Assacaied Preas
s being hyped a5 a potential rival to the biggest name in the
Tiger Woods. Woods 5ays he recognizes Garcia's &

645 in the 1997 Catalonian Open. Re-
member, we're talking about a boy
amateur playing against male pros.

By then, Garcia was a big deal in
Europe. He was, however, barcly a
blip on the American golf radar
sereen, [t was time (o change that,
50 he headed to Dak Hill in Roches-
ter, N.Y., last summer with designs
on adding the U.S. Amateur title to

Scotland’s great golf hope needs
a thicker skin, some contend

By Joe Logan

d to be 1l e
the Scottish Sun: “If Monty had
Langer's brain he'd have 6 majors

by

s of the siocy, ai you ta0

imagine, was that Colin Montgom-

ery, Scotland’s great hope in mu
Brittsh Open and most every
major gul{murn.mn-m is h,m
Iy, a head c:

"He has everything needed to win
& major in a playing sense,” said th
story, quoting Bob Torran
tish golf guru and the father of Ry-
der Cup star Sam Torrance
lets people get 1o him far too often

“A player of his clms iimuldm
allow himself to be affect

what anyone says. Moni l has 10
[urll to handle outside influences

md precsires and hist them ot of
hu mind."

Tarrance on 10 say that
Montgomerie, who had no com-
ment, could learn a thing or two
from Bernhard Langer, the two-
time Masters champion from Ger-
many.

]
1If you're looking for favorites in
the Open, look no further than Ti
sger Woods
Going into taday’s first round, the
British bookmakers have Woods
who s looking for his second major

e, a5 the best bet in the field at
odds. David Duval, who has no
major ttles to his credit, s raisd os
the next most likely winet, at 10-1
Dot gomerie, who s Al winlees
in the majors, is third, at 12-1

If the oddsmakers know their
business, the rest of the top 10
should include Sergio Garcia (18-1),
Ernie Els (20-1), PGA champion Vi
jay Singh (20-1), Lee Westwood
(20-1), Davis Love 3d (25-1), Jesper
Parnevik (25:1), and Darren Clark
33-1).

L]

Carnouste s sh 1 i village
that the hotels can barely accommo-
date the players, let e
town for the tournament. But don't
blame Woods

Just as he did at Pinehurst for the
LS. Open, Woods has rained money
on a local family by renting its
house for the week. The buzz has
Woods having couahed up almost
560,000 for & pash pad in nearby St
Andrew

With local roads narrow and
crowded, Woods will take no chanc-
es on getting hung up in traffic en
route to the tournament each day.
He will arrive by helicopter each
morning

When the local papers fretted
that fog and mist — a frequent and
fierce problem here — might cause
problems for Woods ‘copter, his peo-
e assured them not o worry. The
‘copter has state-of-the-art naviga

3-h

tional controls, they say. Plus
Woods has a hovercraft available if
things get too

It wouldn't be & British Open with-
out the possibi no, probability
— of wind and rain. After nice days
Tuesday and yesterday, the fore
cast for today and tomorrow was
for clear, shirt-sleeve weather in
the morning, with the weather grow:
ing increasingly overcast, windy,
rainy and chilly as the days wear
on.

L]

1t was at last year's British Open
that Justin Rose, a 17-year-old
slish mateur, burst oo the scene
finishing tie urth. He imite-
diately turned pro.

Since then, Rose, now 18, has
missed 22 of 23 cuts on the Europe-
an Tour, won ooy $4700, and give
every indic will lose
i e card Cice i darling o
England he is now viewed with &
certain amount of pity. But he is
undeterrey
doesn't bather me what pmpu
say,” Rose said this week. “I kno
how I feel, and [ know where 1 am
going. Il prove people wrong. Il
make people eat them eal their
wards."

[]

Oft-injured Bill Glasson pulled

out of the tournament yesterday,

citing recurring problems with his

elbow. He said he plans to ke the
next five weeks of

nel 6. Sunday, 8 a.
1:30 pm.. Channel 6.

his resume. He was mowing ‘em
down in match play until he ran into
Tom McKnight, savvy, experienced
and over 40, in the semifinals

Still an amateur — not to mention
still a kid — Garcia finished tied for
third in this year's Byron Nelson
Classic, then tied for 11th in the
Memorial and for 38th in the Mas-
ters. The day after the Masters, as
he said he had said he would, he
turned pro.

Since then, Garcia has pretty
much played the European Tour,
generally finishing in the middle of
the pack as he learned the ropes of
the pro game. Two weeks ago, in
the Irish Open, he notched his first
championship as a pro, and last
week, he finished second to Colin
Montgomerie at Loch Lomond
“Those two paychecks were been suf-
ficient to push him to fifth place on
the Eurapean Tour money list

Even rival-in-waiting Woods took
notice of that

“I think what he has done is show
the world how talented he really
is,” Woods said this week.

‘Spaniards are starting to get the

Saie .

People are beginning to know
who he is.” a Spanish spartswriter
who has followed Garcia to Car-
noustie said yesterday.

It's ot that they don't love their
sports stars in Spain. It just that
not even the likes of Ballesteros
and Olazabal have been able to gen-
erate much interest in golf there.

b

champonshyal Carmo

Artmas D7, ot

Zisnm, G4t e Oy s
o

2

ADAW BUTLER | Assocated Press

ketball, tennis and handbal
more popular there than gol
writer said. ‘Well, maybe not hand-

home course -

liano
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

It tok golf's equivalent of a full
court press to get Rick Osberg'

ready to compete in the Philadel
phia Open at the club where he i
employed as head proreuwul
“When the head pro
bad, you pull out all the mps." O
berg said yesterday, “So I had.
three of my assistants on the range -«
three days ago giving me Jemn;
for about an hour and a i
So much for swinging bad. O
bers piayed solld galf il day o bl

home course at Waynesborough.,
Country Club, breaking par in eac

round, and coasted to a 4-stroke vic:,

tory in the annual shnmpiaﬂﬁhlp

conducted by the Golf Associ
of Philadelphia.

Osber, a three-time Philadelphiy
Section PGA Player of the Year,
fired a 3-under-par 68 in the mnm
ing and followed with a one-
17-par round of 70 in the l(lenm
for a d-under 138 total. It was: hig)
first Philadelphia Open title.

Osberg said he had been having
trouble with

ron play for
past couple of years. That proble

severely hurt him last month ar )
PGA Club Professional Champion-

to make the cuf
Backas Wagresborongh, ot 42001
yards, puts a premium on long-iran

ball.” play, Osberg figured he would work '’

His lack of celebrity doesn't
seem to faze Garcin — not the fact
that he is hardly a household name
back home, mot the fact that his
good Iooks and easy manner haven't
earned him heartthrob status
among teenage girls.

ot to worry, He'll get there.
With his fluid, whiplike swing and
the glint of a champion in his eye,

on that aspect of his game entering
the Philadeiphia Open, calling on
his assistants for help.

*Something dlicked,” he sald
“Then [on Tuesday], | was directing

our junior golf elinic and I put my-

self on video along with the kids. T

played nine holes that evening and

I found a little magic.
The problem hd (6 do with bal:,

ance. Osberg said he had too much

Garcia — oops, Sergio — seems | weight on his toes, and needed to

well on his way to superstardom.
There is not a pro at Carnoustie
this week who has played with him

who hasn't come away impressed | 2stroke lead over Pete Oakley of |
Kings Creek. Then, in the after
noon, he hit 15 greens, making on
birdie — a 25-foot snake at No. 13,
his fourth hole of the i
“q wn Rick for about six gt
i i md he's always hit

with his game. The others players
talk about him.

Only Olazabal, # friend, seems
concerned that all the attention and
expectations could set Garcia up
for a fall

Pressed for details about the kid
and his game, Olazabal demurred
this week.

“Without a doubt, he has the po-
tential.” Olazabal said. “But let the
guy develop his skills and we will
have plenty of time to talk about it.*

But is Garela himself ready to
wait? With his confidence brim
ming after the last two weeks, he is
looking 0 make a splash in Car
noustie.

“I've always thought about it." he
said yesterday. 'When | was young,

distribute that weight better.

The fix worked. Osberg carded

five birdies in the morning to take 8

ting it well but not putting it well

Taday, he was so good with the
putter. He was stro

Osberg was :mlcngcn hy onkigy
for a time.
good finish in Lm weekads U

Senior Open in Towa, was tied with

Osberg at 4-under par through
holes in the afternoon, but then 1!
roof caved in

Oakley fi
for double bogey on his 11th f

you 00 the putting green and you | Wesmesborouers 0.2 He bl
{hink, “FUTCON-IoOIET o Win Th | e s ek s 2 He plbged

Open” But 1
when you'e young, you start imag- |
ining things. Let us see if I can have |
a chance this weel |

“It will be great. | am going to do |
my best to win here, but T
know. If not, I have a lot of years."
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't know, IU's Just | wound up with a 77 that dropped

b o . te for sixh ot 147
Tkl it ppened, Ok
ley soid ’l'h: wheels came off.

| ecered 'S0, That
1 | Toubpust eslly fred my brain®

Overbrook Golf Club head prol "

Stu Ingraham shot an afternoon 68, -

tying for best round of the day abd
took second place a1 142. Sullivan,

the Philadelphia Amateur champ]

on, shot a 72 for a 143 total that won
im low amateur honors
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